Kathleen Kennedy Lyons
April 24, 1943 - July 18, 2019

Kathleen (Kennedy) Lyons, at her home in Jacksonville on 18 July 2019 at the age of 76.

Kathy was born 24 April 1943 in Anderson, Indiana, to Thomas Emmett and Elinor (Abel)
Kennedy. The Kennedys moved to St. Augustine in 1945, then to Jacksonville in 1946.
Kathy graduated from Bishop Kenny High School in 1961 and was united in marriage to H.
Dean Lyons at Assumption Catholic Church on 23 June 1962. Kathy and Dean's life
together took them to Georgia, Kentucky, Texas, and North Carolina before they returned
to Jacksonville for good in 1989.

Like her mother, Kathy was a faithful and devoted parishioner at Assumption Catholic
Church for most of her life. Her ministries included serving as a Eucharistic minister, taking
communion to hospitals, and volunteering with Meals on Wheels. She was also deeply
involved with Cursillo and CRHP (Christ Renews His Parish). In the past, she served in
children's liturgy, as an RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) teacher, and as Director
of Religious Education.

Before her retirement, Kathy was a secretary at St. Pius Catholic School. She also worked
at Catholic Charities of Jacksonville for many years. She was an avid reader and lover of
history-especially Florida history-who passed that passion down to her children and
grandchildren.

A large family and many special friends remain to mourn her loss. Kathy is survived by her
five children, J. Derek (Brenda), Karen (Anthony McGann), T. Daren (Jessica), R. Damon
(Kristie), and J. Daniel (Amber); ten grandchildren, Margaret (Jonathan Crymes),
Madeleine, Ciarnan, Thomas(Ashley), Devin, Sophia, Elizabeth, Ian, Christopher, and
Rhiannon (Mark Schmidt); and two great-grandchildren, Duncan and Adaline. She is also

survived by one sister, Judy Kirtley; three brothers, Mike (Patricia), Tim (Janet), and Terry
(Carla); along with many nieces and nephews.

Kathy was preceded in death by her parents and her dear baby brother, Kevin, as well as
her brother-in-law, Mike, and sister-in-law, Anita. Dean, Kathy's beloved husband of 49
years, has been waiting to dance with her again since his passing in 2012, and the family
takes comfort in knowing they have been reunited.

Visitation with the family will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, August 1st at Holy
Family Catholic Church. A Mass of Christian Burial will take place at Assumption Catholic
Church on Friday, August 2nd at 10a.m., with a reception to follow. A private burial service
will be held at Jacksonville National Cemetery.
In Lieu of flowers please make donations to Sisters Of St. Joseph of St Augustine, 241 St
George Street, St Augustine, FL 32084
<http://www.ssjfl.org/>

Events
AUG
1

Rosary

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Holy Family Catholic Church
9800 Baymeadows Road, Jacksonville, FL, US, 32256

AUG
2

Funeral Mass

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Assumption Catholic Church
2403 Atlantic Blvd, Jacksonville, FL, US, 32207

AUG
2

Reception

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Assumption Catholic Church
2403 Atlantic Blvd, Jacksonville, FL, US, 32207

AUG
5

Graveside

10:30AM - 11:00AM

Jacksonville National Cemetery
4083 Lannie Rd., Jacksonville, FL, US, 32218

Comments

“

Kathy was such a dear, faith filled, and loving lady. Prayers for comfort to all those
who knew her. God Bless and keep her gently soul.
Kathy Vaughan Tuerk

Kathy Tuerk - August 02, 2019 at 08:20 AM

“

Kat, you were my dearest friend. Thank you for helping me become the better
version of myself. Thank you for showing me how to embrace my faith. Thank you for
showing me how a human being should love like Jesus. I love you forever. Kitty
Whitehurst

Kitty Whitehurst - August 01, 2019 at 11:13 PM

“

Love, Mary,Don and Jessica purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Kathleen
Kennedy Lyons.

Love, Mary,Don and Jessica - August 01, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

Barbara Moore lit a candle in memory of Kathleen Kennedy Lyons

Barbara Moore - July 31, 2019 at 02:15 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kathleen Kennedy
Lyons.

July 30, 2019 at 09:59 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Kathleen Kennedy
Lyons.

July 30, 2019 at 08:54 AM

“

Kathy, I remember your beautiful smile, support to others in our Rebuilding Class and
know you will be missed by many. To Kathy's family be assured of our prayers in this
difficult time. Lisa and Mac McGowan St. Augustine

Lisa McGowan - July 27, 2019 at 05:51 PM

“

She was truly a loving mother and grandmother. I could not have asked for a better
grandma for my children. Rest in Peace Kathy ~

Danielle Carter - July 26, 2019 at 05:35 PM

“

So sorry to hear about my aunt Kathy. She will be missed by so many. Lots of good
memories. My love goes to all of the family. I cannot be there to give you all hugs,
just underwent Carotid Artery Surgery one week ago. Feeling much better.

Judy Hunt Childers - July 25, 2019 at 08:10 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Kathleen Kennedy
Lyons.

July 25, 2019 at 07:47 AM

“

Please accept my deepest sympathies for the loss of your beloved, Kathy! She was
always very kind to me! I enjoyed our talks! I will miss her! God bless her! Requiescat
in pace!

Fr. Jim O'Neal - July 24, 2019 at 10:53 PM

“

I spent many a day/night with your family. Karen and I were always together, Derek
and I were usually fighting lol You will be greatly missed by so many.
Love, Kelly Hunt Sorken

Kelly Hunt Sorken - July 23, 2019 at 08:51 PM

“

My dear aunt...I had the privilege of being the flower girl in your and Uncle Dean’s
(my mama, Annette’s brother) wedding. I remember it often and share the story of a
7 yr old forgetting to take off her shorts after pulling your first communion dress over
my head. I spent a summer or two with you in Jacksonville when Derek and Karen
were little. You taught me to play Canasta...so many memories. I won’t be there to
reminisce with the family but believe me, I will always remember with a loving heart.
Your loving niece, Ann Marie

AnnMarie Fulton - July 23, 2019 at 08:31 PM

“

Jackie lit a candle in memory of Kathleen Kennedy Lyons

Jackie - July 23, 2019 at 12:34 PM

“

I am going to miss you, Kathy

Jackie - July 23, 2019 at 12:33 PM

“

Mrs Lyon's I will always remember, in 210 when I was on leave from st. Pius, after quite a
period of being hospitalized, and it was Xmas season and I go to the mail box, and find this
one Xmas card and it was from you mrs Lyons, that meant so much to me and I have told
many about your act of kindness and what it meant to me. RIP with your beloved deen.
Michael mcmillan - July 24, 2019 at 10:30 PM

“

Our sincere condolences to Kathy's family and friends. She was a Cursillista sister and a
very kind, thoughtful and lovely lady. I sat with her and Mary Jo on the last Day of
Reflection, June 22, at Christ the King parish. Kathy was the Witness speaker at the our
last Ultreya, July 11,and chose the theme from the DofR as her witness talk topic,
" Faithful Friends ar a Study Shelter. whoever finds one finds a treasure. Faithful friends are
beyond price,no amount can balance their worth. Faithful friends are life-saving medicine,
those who fear God will find them. Those who fear the Lord enjoy stable friendship for as
the are,so will their neighbors be."
Sirach 6:14-17
Barbara & "Cotton" Moore

St. Patrick's, N.Jax
Barbara Moore - July 31, 2019 at 02:13 PM

